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Housekeeping

Recording this session

Distributing these slides

Send questions to tom@syncopatelab.com

Orientation toward New Zealand for today 
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Big picture themes

Regulation of digital systems (social media, AI, digital identity)

Hierarchy of regulatory instruments (legislation, regulations, 
codes of practice, guidelines, technical standards)

Digital systems essential for creating, implementing and 
complying with regulation (rules as code)

Treat law and regulation as if paper-based

Better integration is unavoidable and essential











   











Takeaways

Multiple sources of law and regulation

Various digital outputs, traceable to legal source

Potential to optimise legal sources for digital analysis

Significant potential for direct digital implementation

Huge potential for regulatory reporting systems 
across multiple domains

Digital legal systems



Digital publishing

Pinpoint links and references

Enhanced cross-links between 
documents

Export to multiple formats, publish to 
multiple locations

Digital knowledge assets for public or 
private use

API integrations

Annotation and tagging

Collaboration

Versioning and change-tracking

Full white-label presentation and 
visual design

Handover and data portability

Deploy documents as
digital infrastructure



Secondary legislation publishing

Secondary Legislation Access Standards

Publish as accessible HTML with pinpoint links

Publish versions, amendments and tracked changes

Collaborate, annotate, interlink

Full white label and visual design/presentation

Automated notices and export to other formats

Immediate opportunity #1



Consultation on drafts

Publish consultation draft with tags and annotations

Submitters annotate and tag, collaborate

Submission received as dataset or spreadsheet

Publish submissions as annotations

Immediate opportunity #2



Cross-agency or transnational regulation

Regulation from multiple jurisdictions

Regulation at different hierarchies (legislation, standards, 
guidance, codes)

Data protection legislation across multiple jurisdictions

Regulatory materials administered by multiple agencies

Inter-linking and cross-referencing

Immediate opportunity #3



Rules as code pilots and POC

Develop a traceable digital legal system with our support 
and tools

Design, drafting, review or implementation phase

Tightly constrained example in real world setting

Automation without AI and LLMs

Immediate opportunity #4



Knowledge assets and stewardship

Ministry of Regulation quick guides and regulatory 
stewardship

Shared knowledge assets

Benefits for engagement, communication, consultation, 
compliance and enforcement

Systematic approach using digital regulatory infrastructure

Immediate opportunity #5



Better digital regulation is inevitable

Regulatory documentation can and must be 
improved (SLAS)

Digital implementation of law will be transformative

We're ready to work on projects now

Exciting user-facing products like DocRef available 
to purchase in the new year

Summing up


